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An ELECTION-SERMON. 


LON. ME. +... 
Ae is the Miniſter of God 
to thee for good. 


S God condeſcends to go- 
vern the creation which He 
hath brought into exiſtence, 
His dominion, though uni- 
verſal and abſolute, is to 

be acknowledged as being, in its whole 
plan and numerous operations, unexcep- 

A 3 tionablx 
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tionably wiſe and moral ; however it 
may exceed our com vreheniſion. The 
moſt immediate government of the world, 
if God had choſen ſuch a method, could 
have afforded no degree of trouble to 
that myſteriouſly perfect Being, who is 
neceſſarily infinite in happinefs : In his 
wiſdom, however, He has choſen to uſe, 
in a great variety of inſtances, the media- 
tion of others, for carrying on the deſigns 
cf his providence. Agreeably, civil 

rulers, in this world, are in the number 
of His miniſters, or ſervants. They are 
conſtituted by Him. There is wo power 
(fays the Apoſtle) but of God the powers 
that be, are ordained of God. It is agree- 
able to the will of God, that there ſhould 
be civil government: He has given to 
mankind that reaſon which points to it, 
as uſeful and neceſſary ; and, in general 
terms, the magiſtrate is raiſed up, and 
inveſted with his office, in the cautſe of 
divine providence. 


C1viL rulers © are ordained af God ; f 
but the doctrine of their being divinely 
res, rightly underſtood, no more 

filifates 
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militates againſt the ſuppoſition that the 
people ought to have a voice in the 
elevation of thoſe who are, in a civil 
ſenſe, to rule them, than the doctrine 
of God's appointing goſpel miniſters 
interferes witk the ſuppoſition of a right 
in the churches to elect their own paſtors. 
diately, to appoint rulers over the people, 
in ſtate or church, ſo as to debar then 
from the privilege of chooſing their own 
officers (except in a few extraordinary 
inſtances of ancient date) and they, who 
attempt to deprive the people of ſuch a 
privilege, oppoſe themſelves equally, to 
the will of God, and to the rights of 
mankind. T 


MAGISTRATES, that are lawſul, are 

appointed of God, to be his miniſters; 
hut for what purpoſe not to manage 
A 4 the 


+ The People may, % a conſtitution, make an office 
hereditary i in a Family, or leave it to particular perſons 
3 appoint, rulers, — to a conſtitution eſtabliſh- 

ed by the whole ſociety, when, ſo far, and ſo long 

| as they think it beft ; but till they have an unalienz- 

ble right to alter ſuc 2 conſtitution 5 at pleaſure, and to 

interpoſe immediately in the election of their officers, 
wheneyer they judge it proper. 
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the affairs of the world ſo as to increaſe 
the felicity of the ſupreme Being, for He 
is above the poſlibility of being benefited, 
by the ſervices of men er Angels—not 
to enſlave mankind, and involve them 
in miſery and ruin—not ſurely to enrich 
and aggrandize themſelves and their 
families, prejudicially to honeſt induſtry, 
as if God had a partiality for hem; but 
He appoints them to be his miniſters, 
Jer good to the publick : mean while intend- 
ing they ſhould have, from the people; 
a certain diſtinguiſhing reſpe& and ſup- 
port, as the juſt recompence of their 
faithful arduous INE en to 
the community. | FS 

THAT the civil ruler, and chriſtian 
miniſter, ſhould engroſs the wealth of 
the world to themſelves, as they have 
done, in many countries and ages, and 
live in pride and luxury, on ſpoils vio- 


lently extorted, or lily drained from the 


people, is altogether foreign to the deſign 
of God, in ſetting them up. It is His 
mind that both, acting in character, 
ſhould be reverenced, and honorably 

| provided 
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provided for; but His grand view, in 
raiſing them to their places of eminence, 
is, that the one ſhould d good in religi- 
ous, the other in civil reſpects, to the 
world. | 135 


Tux Apoſtle Paul in this letter to ro- 


man chriſtians, ſays, He, meaning the 
civil magiſtrate, is the miniſter of God to 
thee for good. The ſenſe of the ſacred 
writer we judge to be, that civil magiſ- 
tracy is deſigned of God for good to the 
governed; and that rulers, are, therefore, 
eventually, His miniſters for the pxpmo- 
tion of public happineſs, conſidered as 


underſtanding, and acting up to the re- 


quirements of their ſtations, and ſo as 
to anſwer the end of their inveſtiture. 
To ſuppoſe that the Apoſtle intended 
here, particularly to characterize Nero, 
who was then at the head of the Roman 
, Empire, 

| The condeſcention of God, in the number of miniſters 
ordained for the relief and benefit of this finful un- 
happy world, » remarkable——]JEsus, 4 minifler of 


the ſanfuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the 
Lord pirt bed, and not n civil miniſters, and mĩniſ- 


ters of the Goſpel ; and the whole number of virtuous 


Angels, are they not all miniftring ſpirits, ſent forth to 
minifter for them who ſhall be beirs of ſalvation ? 
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Empire, and his ſervants, who probably 
gartuok of his ſpirit, and imitated his 
eonduct, as if they were benefactors to. 
the public, is apparently abſurd (unleſs 
this epiſtle was written ſoon after his 
coming to the imperial crown, when he 
is ſaid to have reigned well *) for Nero, 
except at the beginning of his reign, 
was a tyrannical malæfador to his ſub- 
Jedts. OTE. | 

Gop would hw His civil mines 
to prove, a terror to evil works ; to puniſh 
evil ers by ſalutary laws, | honeſtly 
and honorably executed, to fave the 
ſtate from foreign injurious invaders 


the 


_ * HaRrwoop, in his liberal Tranſlation of the Ne- 
Teſtament, at the beginning of this 1 zth Chapter to 
the Romans, hae the following Note, —“ When this 
« epiftle was written Nero had the character of an 
« excellent prince. The frf years of this tyrant's 
« reign were diſtinguiſhed for his moderation and 
v« clemency. Being once defired to ſign the execution 
« of à criminal, he did it with great reluctance, 
« wiſhing, he bad never learned a letter. uam wellem, 
« inquit, neſcire literas / He declared he would make 
« the adminiſtration of Auguſtus the model of hie 
«© own, and embraced every opportunity of ſhewing 
< his liberality, clemency, and courteonſneſs. Vid, 
e Sueton, lib, 6. cap. 20. p. 587. Variorum,' 
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the people in the ample enjoyment of all 
rational liberties, in oppoſition to any 
temptations they: may be under to in- 
fringe the ſame themſelves) and to pre» 
vent the peoples ſuffering, from one 
another, as to life, property, or any of 
their rights. It is alſo His pleaſure, that 
they ſhould: be a prejſe to them that ' ds 
_ well—ſhould properly honour and en- 
courage them. When the virtuous and 
the good are frowned on and diſgraced, 
when hudable 'exertions for publick 
utility are damped: and checked, when 
the perpetrators of wickedneſs ' noxious 
to ſociety are not terrified and ſupprefled, 
but ſcreened and promoted, there is a 
ſorrowful, and not blameleſs deviation 
from the deſign of the righteous God, the 
father of merties, in the inſtitution of 
civil Wo > 


To anſwer the purpoſe of Govern- | 
ment, it is of conſequence that men 
ſhould be bleſſed with capacity, and 
poſſeſſed of enlarged knowledge, reſ- 
pecting the nature of their office, the 
extent of their power, the ſtate ſufferings, 

and 
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and dangers of the people, their intereſts, 
and what 'may conduce to their relief, 
ſecurity. and happineſs :-but men ol ſuch 
greatneſs (like elephants i in war)'are not 


to be depended on, as perſons who will 
ſteadily purſue the publick good, unleſs 


they are poſſeſſed of that publick ſpitit, 
which. the charitable Goſpel infuſes, and 
ſo have the end of government at heart, 
Avarice and ambition may carry men 
conſiderable lengths, in meaſures which 


are for publick advantage, when: they 


perceive that ſuch meaſures will beſt 
gratify . theſe ' paſſions ; but if they are 
enriched with no higher principles, 
whenever it ſo happens, that there is 
an interference between the gratification 
of theſe paſſions, and a purſuance of the 


publick good, which is likely to be fre- 


quently the caſe, the happineſs of mul- 


titudes will probably fall a ſacrifice to 


the vile affections of a few. Whereas, 
publick ſpirit, poſſeſſed as it ought to 
be, predominates over every private 
worldly affection, and cauſes every pri- 
vate worldly intereſt, incompatible with 
the pack welfare, to fall'a ſacrifice to 

| the 
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the general felicity : It carries the magi- 
ſtrate, with firmneſs, uniformity and 


perſeverance, through his courſe of 
duty; however environed with warping 


temptations: It inſpires him with com- 
paſſion, forbids the appearance of oppreſ- 
ſion: It quickens to vigilance and 
activity, renders bim a father to the 
community, a miniſter of God, in e, 
* __ 2 AG blaſſng, -: 5k 


I bogs been ſaid, -that the miniſters 


| of the Goſpel ought to have no concern 


in political matters; but, that God's 
civil - miniſters ought to ſtand at a 
. diſtance from every thing relating to re- 
ligion, we do not afirm. They have a 
right to govern the miniſters of Chriſt's 


Spiritual Kingdom. The clergy, in- 
ſtead of arrogating to themſelves an in- 


ſolent papal power of depoſing Kings 
and Emperors, are as much obliged to 
be in ſubjection to civil powers, as other 


ranks of men. The rights of conſcience 


are to be treated with the greateſt deli- 
cacy; but if people, under a pretence of 
conſcience, conduct mauifeſtly to the 
material 
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and who governs it ſo that His tenaer 
mercies are over all Hir-works ; arreverence 
for the authority of the chrittian Legi(- 


-lator, whoſe precepts, in favor of charity, 


Lane, Wn 
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material damage of / Sociery, the civil 
arm has a tight to reſtrein them. It is 
the part of civil powers to encourage 
lid promote religion, as that is condu- 


_ -cive to the benefit af Society ; partien- 


For an 'Oath, which for confirmation ds ſo 
then an en of all firife. Eſpecially, it is 
-neumbent on the civil magiſtrate b 
cultivate the ſinoereſt piety in his m 
breaſt. A miniſter of God, who has no 
reveronce for that great Being hom he 
is ordained:to ſerve, is a perfect prodigy. 
The perpetual nduriſhnment of godlineſo 


in the heart, is the indiſpenſable duty 


of the civil governor for the honor of 
God, for His on ſake, and for the ſake 
of the people. A fuperlative noſpe#: for 
Hin, whoſe abſolutely Uiſinterefted 
goodneſs brought the world into being, 


Juſtice and kindneſs, hold a diſtinguiſted 
place i in the new teſtament; an: engag- 


ing n to Hi example, | Who _ 
| 0 
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about doing. good, As He came down from 
Heaven with the moſt beneficent-parpole, 
and who condeſcended to die for the 
.Zood. of the world; together with a 
deeply impreſſed ſenſe of Eternity-—will 
have an happy and neceſſary of 
into that patriotiſm, which is the magiſ- 8 
trate's indiſpenſable qualification. Sin- 
cere piety fills the ſoul with the tendereſt 
feelings ſor mankind, and ſo engages 
the heart in purſuit of that, which is 
the great end of government. Impiety, 
worldly- mindedneſs and ſenſuality render 
the heart flinty, and inſenſible to the 
groans of the oppreſſed; while godlineſs 
inſpires the ſofteſt paſſions . in ſpires the 
brotherly kindneſs and charity, which will 
never give their poſſeſſor reſt, till every 
rational method is adopted, for the relief 
of the diſtreſſed, and the promotion of 
publick happineſs. Joſeph, firſt miniſter 
of ſtate to Pharaoh, having for ſeveral 
days confined his brethren, found him- 
ſelf inſufferably pained in heart, with 
the thought of longer detaining a ſupply 
from the half famiſhed houſe of his 
father, becauſe he feared God, 
a 5 = .. 8 


7 
"4 
* 
$ 

> * 
Z 

' 

4 


Y 3 


16 An Ele@ion- Sermon. 


ALL the wiſdom, however, religion 


and publick ſpirit, which have generally 
exiſted, or can be expected ſoon to take 


place, among the great men of the earth, 


are by no means a ſufficient ſecurity to the 
people, that the end of government will 


be honorably anſwered. Rulers are ſo 


prone to have, vaſtly at heart, certain 
worldly intereſts, inconſiſtent with the 
publick, welfare and the duty they owe 
to the community, that it is incumbent 
on the people (whoſe right it is to do 


this, on proper conſideration, and every 
thing elſe, reſpecting government, which 


they judge will be for the ſalvation and 


advantage of the whole) to fix on certain 


regulations, which if we pleaſe we may 


call a conſtitution, as the ſtanding meaſure 


of the proceedings of government; ſo 
determining what powers they will inveſt 


their rulers with, and what privileges 
they will retain in their own hands. 


THRoVGH the miſguiding arts of 
deſigning men, miſtakes and freakiſh 
paſſions, things hurtful to ſociety, are apt 


to take place in popular governments, 
which 
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which might be prevented by abſolute 
monarchy; while it ought in juſtice to 
be acknowledged, that ſome abſolute 
princes have been great benefactors to 
the publick : But ſuch conſiderations 
ſcarcely furniſh a better argument in 
favor of yielding up to deſpotiſm, t han 
the religious diviſions in proteſtant 
countries, and the degrees of ſervice 
ever done to the churches by the Popes, 
afford, in favor of the re- admiſſion and 
eſtabliſhment: of the _—: | 


'UnLtntens. power has 8 
"bing deſtructive of human happineſs. 
The people are not under ſuch tempta- 
tions to thwart. their own intereſts, as 
abſolute government is under to abuſe the 
people: and, that the publick intereſt 
has, generally and on the whole, ſucceed- 
ed beyond all compariſon better, where 
the people have, by the barrier of a con- 
ſtitution, retained power in a great degree 
in their own hands, than it has under 
deſpotick governments, we dare appeal 
to all the ſenſible, humane, impartial 
examiners of univerſal hiſtory. 
B Op 
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Or ineſtimable value and importance 
ate ſueh rights and privileges as are re- 
tained dy the people, according to the 


Enugtiſſr conſtitution particularly, and 


ſuch as were once enjoyed by this pro- 
vince, eſpecially under the firſt charter, 


Ea charter that was inhumanly murder- 


ed, and over whoſe grave many of the 
people are now difpoted to raiſe a n 


W 


A consTIrurion + ws bene by 
the public conſent, the magiſtrate, awed 


dy that Sovereignty which God has been 


pleaſed to inveſt the people with in th 
caſe, ought ever to maintain a ſacred 


reſpect to fach conſtitution, in every 


inſtance of government legiſlative or 
executive. 'The community having 4 


right to fix boundaries between rulers 


and people by a conſtitution, it is im- 


right to remove them, however high 
the rank of fuch- individuals may be. 
Rulers as well as others, have an un- 


doubted right to make fair, and, as they 


judge, rational 8 for the amend- 
ment 


poſſible that individuals ſhould have a 


we eater, «on Ws IR: ae Sr Bs > r 


n Elek. rm. ro 


Hbtit of à coAMicatibh ; büt by no fen 
do attempt dif aketatibn of ir, Wittour 
the publick conſeiſt: by füeli ati attempt, 
they Will rierit a dégret of blamé pro- 
portlonable td tHe Mr tnt of WH 
peoples fixitiy cbnſtitutional limits to the 
higher pour, i view of the common 
feeurity; To forfeit" any thiity of à 
worldly nature, father tffl ber à putt 
in violating ſacted côtnphcks, ih the Path 

of honor, chriſtian virtue, and hap 


Fo have Cofftitütiont f& expfreffed, 
that pötentates fotid be incapabik of 
putting conſtruckions upon them, througt 
4 dial underftanding, differéit from 
their original meaning, is impoſſible. 
Magiſtrates, who have nö difect deſign 
or Willingnels to ihfringe the people's 
conſtitutional rights, may! tieverthelels, 

be ſippofed' tö de it, and perhaps 48 4 
great degree, through a judgment pre- 
judiced by worldly pafſions; and call 
that By the name of light, which the 
people rationally perceive to be dirt; 
8 give that the denomination of 

ſweetneſs, which the people know to be 
B 2 bitter. 
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bitter. The ruler's deſigned or prejudi- 


ced invaſion: of conſtitutions has occaſi- 


oned innumerable evils, ſorrowful to 


relate ; beſides the devaſtation and 
wretchedneſs brought on the world by 
the licentious paſſions of abſolute Princes: 
and the like may be juſtly feared, till 
they, who are rich and great in this 
world, are more enriched in faith and 
ſocial virtues than they have hitherto 


been. 


How far any perſons may have been 
charged, injuriouſly, with an inclination 
to promote the meaſures which are 


grievous to this Province and Country, 


we do not pretend to determine. But, 
if the Gentlemen, on either ſide of the 
Atlantick, who may be juſtly ſaid. to be 
engaged in purſuit of ſuch meaſures, 
confidently judge, that they. are acting 


the part which becomes men appointed 
of God to conſult the publick happineſs ; ; 


and find their inward tranquillity, in no 
degree, diſturbed by ſuſpicions that they 
are infringing the rights of this People ; 
may it not be excuſeable, nevertheleſs, 
in 
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in a proper and reſpectful manner, to 
recommend to them a conſideration of 
their liableneſs to be miſtaken? the paſ- 
ſions, as appears by a great variety of 
inſtances in human life, may have an 
unhappy influence on the underſtanding; 
and more eſpecially in caſe of controverſy, 
which calls for the ſerious attention of 
both rulers and people, in times of poli- 
tical conteſt. Men of eminence in life, 
as well as others, may have the judgment 
unduly influenced by the affections. In 
connexion with theſe things, it may not 
be amiſs to conſider, that communities, 
if they - meet with: treatment - which 1s 
tolerably fair and good, will be generally 
found to be contented ;—that the people 
of this land, who are ſo firmly and gene- 
rally perſwaded, that their moſt impor- 
tant rights are infringed, and are ſo much 
diſpoſed to complain of the meaſures they 
receive from the Britiſh Government, as 
endangering their moſt valuable bleſſings, 
if not. the welfare.of Britain, have been 
trained up, from their cradles, in a moſt 
affectionate dutiful reſpe& to, and con- 
fidence in the Houſe of Hanover, - abhor 
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govęrument, rg net wholly deſtizute 
af religion, and virtue, notwithſtanding 
the wany great ling, whereby they offend 
the Governor of the, warld--no _ 
remptible, with reſpect to knoy | 
if compared with the. molt —_ 
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pogether, in any other part of the yo 
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been conſidered, as little ſuperior to In- 
dian Barbarians. May not ſuch conſide- 
rations reaſonabl y prev ail with thoſe Gen 
tlemen, to examine themſelves, in refe- 
rence to the power of prepoſſeſſion; and to 
fopplicate the Divine Being for direction? 
If in conſequence. hereof, they ſhall think 
it-proper to diſcontinue their preſent pur- 
fur, and heartily: adopt the cauſe which 
no ſuffers by their means, —fromworthy 
Patriots in Btitain and the reſt of Europe, 
as well as from this Country, they will 
receive all the reſpect and affection which 
can be due to men; and, if this people 
judge rightly, they will highly ingratiate . 
themſelves. with that infinite bleſſed 
Being, who is by an inſpired Apoſtle, 
juſtly characterized LOVE, who de- 
lights to ſee his creatures virtuous, free 
and happy; and: takes pleaſure in the 
wiſdom and: honorable integrity of thoſe, 
who know how. to correct themſelves, 
in favor of the publick freedom and 
felicity. But if every diffuaſive from 
the purſuance of preſent. meaſures muſt 
be unprevailing, every petition and 
remonſtrance be treated with contempt, 

B 4 . - and 
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and the people's burdens increaſed, or 
even continued, what may the coaſor 
quences be | 


With great reſpect, and equal im- 
portunity, it is, moreover, recommend- 
ed to the Honorable General Court of | 
this Province, to cultivate a ſpirit of 
rational warm benevolence and com- 
paſſion towards this people, who greatly 
confide in the political Fathers of the 
two Houſes of Aſſembly, in whoſe ap- 
pointment they have a more immediate 
concern, to be the Patrons of their rights, 
in their diſtreſs and danger—to cultivate 
that unfeigned piety, which is naturally 
productive of an heavenly patriotick 
ardor, while they are properly inſenſible 
to every worldly conſideration, after the 
example of our ſelf-denying Redeemer, 
and as becomes thoſe whoſe hearts are 
enobled by the higheſt and beſt; of 
principles. If publick Spirit reigas, in 
contempt. of every inferior ſeducing 
motive, you will not fail, honored Sirs, 
according to the beſt of your judgment, 
to ſeparate perſons to the Seat of Counſel, 

who 
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who are men of capacity and knowledge, 
men of principle and firmneſs, and hearty 
uniform attachment to the cauſe of their 


Country's freedom; and in all the affairs | 


that may come before you, from time to 
time, you will net be bribed off from a 


proſecution of your duty and the peoples 
happineſs, by all the temptations: which 


ſuch an enſnaring world and time as this 
can furniſh. It is hard to ſay, whether 
this country ever has ſeen, or ever will 
-ſee, a more important time than the pre- 
ſent, when it eme as if the queſtion, 
whether this people and all they enjoy 
ſhall be at the ab/o/ute diſpoſal of a diſtant 


Legiſlature, is ſoon to be determined: | 


Such a time does indeed call for wiſe 
and faithful Counſel, for uncorrupted 


virtue in the General Court. It is not 


improbable, Gentlemen, that in the 
circle of the year, things of greateſt 


moment may come under your conſide- 
ration; if it is ſo determined above, may 


God grant you grace to act the diſinte- 
reſted, noble patriotick part, that future 
generations, as well as the'preſent, may 
riſe 91 and call vou Gel. Be pleaſed 

to 
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to le- the mol expreſs word of exhor- 
tation, to 'hold the intire ſyſtem of cor- 
ruption i in the- higheſt - deteſtation, and 
let it be a petſtct ſtranger to all your 
proceedings. If the hableneſs of all 
mankind to an undue” inflience from 
worldty motives; if che Hyenpteme of 
corruption which appear in the ſeveral 
parts of the country in the election of 
Repreſentatives; if the known prevalence 
of bribery and venality in the land from 
which our Anceſtors fled, together with 
the facility where with we drink in the 
vices of that which wie have been ufed 
to call by the endearing name of "the 
| Parent Fate; if the divine condemnation 
of the practice of giving and receiving 
a bribe, conſidered in connection with 
the importance of thoſe things which are 
depending cannot be thought fufficient 
to juſtify fuch freedom o "ſpeeth'; deign, 
Honored Fathers, tb conſider it, neyer- 
theleſs, as proceeding: from a ſpirit of of 
_— and not of inſolence. 


Tur bee has falficienit indacks 


ments, in reaſon, to a diſeigagement 
from 


| 
) | | 
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from the world, ſo as to purſue the end 
of government with perſevering fidelity. 
A deſire to enjoy, beſides an income, 
the affections and confidence of an 
happy people. (as rulers of diſintereſted 
benevolence: and tender conſcience ge- 
nerally will) inſtegd of incurring the 
publick diſpleaſure; ta have, through 
all che changing ſcones of life, the peace 
ariſing. ſrom a favorable teſtimony, in- 
ſtead of being wounded with the re- 
proaches of conſcience: ;, and to be in 
a capacity of ſelſ: poſſeſſian, free from 
harror, when exchanging: this ſtate for 
the world. of ſpirits-may juſtly prove 
| 2 to him in all yi nnn 


Ir will not be juſtifiable. to fordeay an 
expreſs aſſertion, that as magiſtrates are 
the miniſters of God, they ought to act 
under a perpetual ſenſe of their accoun-. 
tableneſs. to Him to Him, from whom 
none of their counſels can be ſecreted. 
Gods they are; but not immortal: they 
muſt die lite men, and, like other men, 

make an indiſpenſable perſonal appea- 
rance before. the Judgmont - Scat of Chriſt, 
| Small 
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Small and great, without a trace of any 
former civil diſtinctions, muſt ſtand before 
God, to receive according to the deeds done 
in the body, and their principles of action, 
whether they have been good or bad; May 
the mnifter of God be raiſed from more 
inconſiderable objedts, ſo as to give all 
due attention to tliat grand deciſion, 
when. the unprofitable ſervant ſhall be caſt 
into outer darkneſs, where ſhall be weeping 
and gnaſhing -of teeth—miſery parallel to 
his demerit, conſidering the advantages 
he had, the nature of his truſt, and the 
degree in which he abufed it; and 
when, the wiſe, faithful, gracious Medi- 
ator ſhall adjudge an eminent crown and 
recompence to him, who, from chriſtian 
principles, in a ſuperior ſtation, has done 
eminent ſervice to the world; and to 
- him ſhall. ſay, well done, thou good and. 

faithful ſervant, then haſt been faithful over 
a few things, 1 will make thee ruler over 
many things, Enter —_— inte _ 1 men _ 
Lorth e #3 


"Tas people 2 to "5, the EA. of 
government, the publick good, at heart, 
; ; : ; as 
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as well as the magiſtrate; and therefore, | 
to yield all. loyal ſubjection to well regu- | 
lated government, in oppoſition to every 

thing of a factious nature and complexi- 
on : and, for the ſame reaſon, it is not 
only their privilege, but it is alſo their 
duty, properly to aſſert their freedom, 
and take all rational and neceſſary me- 
thods for the publick ſecurity and hap- 
pineſs, when conſtitutional boundaries 
are broken over, and ſo their rights are 
invaded. This affirmation ſuppoſes, the 
People have a right to judge of the conduct 
of government, and its tendency; and 
this again ſuppoſes them capable of 
judging in things of ſuch a nature. 


— et cer rt. 
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To have incomprehen ſible myſteries 
in government is the Divine prerogative. 
Profound ſecrets in human governments, 
inacceſſible by ſociety, are too liable io 
become inſufferable myſteries of iniquity. 
It would be ſafeſt, if the people in gene- 

ral could keep a very conſtant ſight of 
all the proceedings of civil adminiſtration ; | 


2 


but as that is ſcarcely to be expected, 
whenever there appears any thing, in 
_ the 
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the conduct of magiſtracy, july alatri-⸗ 
ing, it is the duty of thoſe in foriety, 
who have the beſt advantages for full 
and ſeaſonable information, to commu- 
nicate what they can learn of the ſtate, 
and courſe of things, to others: : and 
myſteries in government, which the ge- 
nerality of the people, after obtaining 
ſuch aſſiſtance, and uſing laudable appli- 
cation, muſt remain incapable of com- 


prehending, ought to have no exiſtence. 


Ro LERs are, at Oude, miniſters of Gee 
and ſervants of ſociety ; as Goſpel afinit: 
ters are ſervants of Chrift, and of the 
Churches. And, if God has given to 
the community a right to appoint. its 
ſervants, it is but rational and conſiſfent 
to ſuppoſe, that the community ſhoald 
have a right to take effectual care, that 
their ſervants ſhould not countera& and 
_ diſappoint the great purpoſe for which 

they werediſtinguilhed from their fellow- 
creatures ; and if, in any cafes, it may 
be ſeen necelſary for the publick falvati- 
on, to give the ſervants of ſociety a diſ- 


miſſion. That ſervants of the publick, 
ſhould 
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ſhotld not be reſpoſible to the publick, 
is Poren, 2 ——_—— or n 


1 F the eſtabliſhment of — 
together with the religion and virtue 


rulers may be ſuppoſed to be poſſeſſed of, 


appears . infathcient,; it is the pebple's 


duty t take thoſe further ſteps; which 


may be ſeen proper and needful; that 


the publick may not ſuſſer. The peo- 
ple's dury; in this reſpect, ariſes” ftõm 
the regard they owe to the great immu- 
table Law of Self. preſer vation, and from 


the indebtments every perſon in ſociety 


is under to al the reſt, aad to poſtericy, 
by the Jaws of 23 e 


Tren are s we brwiy be- 
lieve perſoctly confonant to right reaſon, 
and to the word of God ; they are cer- 
tainly ſuch principles as were adopted, 
and acted upon, at the Revolution, and 
which cannot be conſiſtently called into 
queſtion by thoſe, who pretend the leaſt 
regard tothe continuation of our preſent 
Royal Famify in the government. The 
advancement of every thing of an oppo- 

1 ſite 


ſite tenor, is a virtual, ſecret, and treaſoni⸗ 
able undermining the Throne of the 
preſent Chief N in the Briciſh 
Dominions. * o AMOR 11 4] 
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Tus eee in this Arwen * 5 
ter of his Epiſtle to the Romans, charges 


every ſoul to be ſubject to the higbor powers ; | 


and, the argument whereby he enforces 
this exhortation, andi diſſuades; from re- 
ſiſtance, is, that. theſe civil powers are 
ordained of God, and ordained by Him, 
miniſterially to convey. bleſſings from 
Him to the People. So long, therefore, 
and ſo far, as civil powers act agreeably 
to the deſign of their ordination, and do 
good in their ſtations, the people are obli-. 
ged tò ſubjection, and reſiſtance will be 
. 7 ”e 115 _ I forſake 
CCC  thear 
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® It it bg 8 5 SER this reden 
or the Engliſh American Colonies, being but a part 
of the Britiſh Empire, may be juſtified in exerciſing 
all the rights of @ Society, for ſecuring their privileges, 

in the preſent diſpute; the determination may be. 

. aſſiſted by aſking, whether the People of Great-Britain, 

NE being but a part of the Britiſh Empire, might be 
juſtifſed in ſecuring themſelves, if the Parliaments of 
the Colonies ſhould lay taxes on tbem, and claim a right 

to make laws binding them ia all caſes whatſoever. 
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their proper ſphere, thwart:God's deſign 
in ordaining them; diſſerve the people, 
and take meafures which tend to_ruip 


them, the Apoſtle's ground of the people's 


ſubjection ceaſes ; - and, indeed, ſub- 
miſſion becomes a Faule and reſiſtance a 
virtue. If the people ought to obey 
well conducting rulers, out of 4 regard 
to the publick good, it muſt be as 
much their duty, ſtill. governed by a 


regard to the publick good, to oppoſe 
them, when purſuing deſtructive me- 


thods. To ſuppoſe it belongs to the 


4 Apoſtle's meaning, that it is a damnable 


far to reſiſt civil powers, becauſe ordained 


of God, through they act entirely out. © 
character, and thwart every kind pur- 


poſe God had in ordaining them, is in 


the claſs of moſt palpable grating abſur- 
dities. Apretence to ground ſuch ideas, 
as thoſe of indefeaſible right, paſlive 
obedience, and non-refiſtance, on the 


Bible, is criminal an high abuſive. 
ſcandal to the Chriſtian Religion, and 


It's Divinely. inſpired Promulgators. If 
God had given up mankind to the will 


of oppreſſors, not * the people, 
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on pain of damnatlon, to attempt ther 
own 'telief, it would not, indeed, have 

bodies the demerit of a ſinful world; 

but Would have been difagreeable to 


the general analogy of kind en 


Ir has been thought, with great 


good judgment, the Apoſtle Paul de- 
clined handling, putticularly, real or 
ſuppoſed caſes, of rulers departing from 
their litie ; and giving particular direc- 
tions how to conduct, in ſuch cafes, 
for a very ecial reaſon ; and that was, 
the- imprudence in running the riſk of 


expoſing the Church, in it's infant ſtate, 


to the ONE of an beathen e 
| ment. | | 


THe people buht to be in ſubjection 


to higher powers ruling honorably, 1 


only through fear of human wrath, 
caſe of diſobedience ; but alſo for con- 


ſeience fake + and, for conſcience ſake, 


they ſhould alſo maintain the affaulted 
bleſſings of freedom; as being thereto 
obliged, by our Saviour's erjoinment 
of that C barity, which is the bond f per- 


 fetneſs. 
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Falte. He that reſiſteth the faithful ; 


Well behaving niagiſtrate, diſobeys God, 
yiolates the laws of love, claſſies with the 
general-good, _ the end of government, 


and foall receive fo himſelf damnation—con- 
demnation to eternal miſery, in a future 


tate, unleſs rep F be | preventive 3 
d well as the di es of civil govern- 
ment, in this world But the man who 
holds the reins, of government too laxly, 
Ade tyrant pi the rebel; and the people 
.who are negligent of 1 their rights, as they 
all, in their ſeveral ways, gounteract, 
Giſappoint, or neglect, that which | is 
the great purpoſe of government, the 
publick gd; ſo they may all be ſup- 
. poſed; to de equally. guilty in the ke 


God —.to, merit an equal weight of 
Divine diſplesſae. If any perſons dis 


pute, whether mere neg igence can 

: ht ſo .culpable, let them recolleR, 
of. what kind the {ins are, which, accor- 
ding to the Eyangeliſt Matthew, will be 
expreſsly mentioned, in the illyſtration 
of the rectitude of the ſentence of con- 


eee . the great - 
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How diſtreſſing the thought of being 
la ves, how charming that of being free! 
While liberty is fruitful, in trade, in- 
duſtry, wealth, learning, religion and 
nobleſt virtue, all that is great and good 
and happy; ſlavery clogs every ſublimer 
movement of the ſoul, prevents every 
thing excellent, and introduces poverty, 
ignorance, vice and univerſal miſery - 


mong a people. But if a few general 
terms can give no tolerable idea of the 


bleſſings of freedom, let them be learnt 
from the ſtory of the world, let their 
richneſs be eſtimated, by the price that 
has been paid for them, in lands that 
have been favovred with them, and par- 
ticularly by our Progenitors. Heaven 
grant, that the preſent generation may 
come by a juſt ſenſe of the excellency of 
their civil and ſacred immunities, as may 
de neceſſary ſor the ſecurity of the ſame, 


at a cheaper rate, than by experience of 


ſuch | ufferings as our e under- 


; went ! 5 


— 


Tr the people ſhould be divided, 
and ſome of them diſengaged from uch a 
| cauſe 
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cauſe as that of their countries freedom, 
by ſmall private piques and prejudicing 
\ contentions; or influenced by little hopes 
and fears about worldly promotions and 
intereſts, ſhould. treat it in a nugatory 
manner, is intirely aſtoniſhing ! But our. 
ſurprize abates, when we conſider how. 
capable human nature is of trifling, in the 
moſt immediate concerns of religion in 
reference e a, and everlaſting 
_ miſery. ::; 1 : | 
| It concerns men of every order, ſta» 
tion and employment, to be advocates 
for their country's rights. The miniſter 
of the Goſpel, in proteſtant lands, where 
the doctrine which forbids clergymen's 
marrying, is not adopted, may have a 
family —poſterity to be concerned for; 
of whoſe welfare, he cannot be regard- 
leſs without denying the faith, aud being 
worſe than an infidel, As a man, and a 
chriſtian, he is bound to befriend the 
liberties of the land; nor is there any 
thing, in the fpecial nature of his oflice, 
incompatible herewith, more than in the 
| ſeveral other occupations men are par- 
C3 ticularly 


ee now 4. he 
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ticularly engaged in. On the contrary, 
ſach are tlie connections of things, that, 
iu the dye and full execution of his office, 
he muſt have 4 reference” to political 
matters; and as a friend to liberty. The 


ö ſcriptures cannot be rightly expotinded, 


without explaining them in à manner 
friendly to the cauſe of freedory, as well” 
as of loyalty. He ought to bear againſt 
a factious moleſtation of well eonducted 
government, and publickly to recom- 
mend all orderly rational ſubmiſſion ; 
while a cotiſtant refeferice is to be 
had to the King, and 10 all that are is 
authority, in the prayers of the Church. 


Put them in mind, ſays Paul to Titus, 13 


be ſubjels to privicipalities « aud powers, tb obey 
magiſtrates. But that the cbriſtian mini- 
ſer ought to appear an advocate for 
loyalty, and not for liberty — to frowhy 


upon rebellion, and not bear againſt op- 


preſſion, by reafining vfrighrroufiſe, and 
Judgment to come, are myſteries too op 
$0 be ae 


Wn kn the civil right of a country 
receive a ſhock, it may juſtly render the 
: miniſters 


— 
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miniſters of religion deeply thoughtful 
for the ſafety of ſacred Privileges ; ; and 
diſpoſe them to all proper ſollicitude for 
the ſecurity of the former, as neceſſary. 
to the preſervation of the latter: for 
religious liberty is o blended with civil, 
that if one falls it is not to be expected 
that the other will continue. May not 
ſuch a connection be, in ſome meaſure, 
our civil Fit are. in their preſent 
wounded and. perilous circumſtances, let 
men ſoberly conſider — how dormant 
and unexecuted, iche Laws of England 
againſt popery, are known to remain—a 
en FOE. Navy the at Canada —a 


gious pines of this country to be it in 
no degree of danger, if they are able. 


Ir is greatly to be deſired that, far 
the future, the miniſters of aur benevo- 


C4 len 


„ Election. Sermon 


* 
* 
7 
0 
+ + 
* 
1 
3 
0 » 
C 
7 
it 
by 
4s. 
&. 7 
: 
FI 
£ 
5 
8 5 
9 
7 
. 
&- 
- 


lent impartial Lord, may pay a due rer 


] 5 gard to liberty, as well as ſubjeQon 1 to 1 
{238 principalities ; as 'a kind of atonement 
bo for the diſhonour that has been reflected 

5 1 on the Goſpel, and the immenſe damages 1 
11 done to an enſlaved world by clergy- FI: 
i men's exceſſive complaiſance to men 1 
. power. 2 

19 Tux miniſters of our Lord 1 | 

it 2 Chriſt will think it their duty to aſſiſt 

. the people, at this time c of peculiar dif- 

1 ficulty and danger, ina due religious 
' acknowledgemetit of the Governor of 

F. the world. Our adverſity j is to be con- 

1 | | ſidered as the effect of providential agen- 

|. cy, or permiſſion—as a righteous paren- 

WY tal chaſtiſement of Heaven, for our many 

* 5 provocations; and a loud call for uni- 


Verſal repentance and reformation, ac-. 
cording to the Goſpel of _ 7 ho 


* 


ö THouUGH greatly diftanc; we are ſor- 
rowfully infected with thecirreligion and 
vices, which are predominant 1 'F 
and which reigh there to ſuch a degree, 
that we can ſcarcely forbear applying, 
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ſuch language as that in the Revelation; 
Come out. of her, my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her ſins, and that ye receive L 
nat of her plagues ; for her ſins have reached 
unto heaven, and God hath remembered her 
niquities; A worldly: ſpirit, diſcovering 
itſelf, in numerous immoral effects of 
avarice, in many inſtances of preferring 
private temporal interefts before the good 
of the Country, and, as to ſome, in an 
eaſy declenſion from the diſſenting cauſe, 
and coincidence with g certain more 
worldly, and leſs reformed eccleſiaſtical. 
Eſtabliſhment ; ; The immoral practice 
of gaming with lucrative purpaſes, chiefly 
among erſons in that which they call 
| high life; A great neglect of publick 
religious Ordinances, in almoſt all parts 
ef the Land ; Amazing profanity, eſpe- 
cially in maritime places; Widely pre- 
vailing and highly exceſſive uſe of 
ſpirituqus liquors, together with a variety 
of high-ſtrained modes of extravagance 
and luxury, more eſpecially in our larger 
and more wealthy trading Towns,— 
_ Things which appear at ſuch a day as 
La exceeding f ful abſurd and aggra- 
* vated, 
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vated, are in the number of thoſe ſing 


wherewith our times are marked ; while 
ſome perſons run off into the wildeſt 
exceſſes of ſentiment, ſome concerning 


Faith have made ſhipwreck, and others are 


tinctured With the ſpirit of feepticiſm. 
And ſuch irreligion and vice, whereby 
we offend our God and the Gad of our 
Fathers, and merit our miſery. at his 
hands, are, in a great meaſure borrowed 

(with unaccountably fond embraces) of 
the very people from whom our ſuffer-' 
ings proceed. The reflection is ſuffici- 
ently painful and confounding, without 
proceeding to obſerve that, perſons may 
poſſibl y be found, degenerate enough to 
ſpread vice and wickedneſs among us, 
from a principle of Balaamit iſh policy, or 
to render us an eaſier prey, by means 
of the. venality, careleſpeſs and timidity 
which are the natural effects of luxury. 


Bur whateyer may be juſtly ſaid of 
their origination, - certain it is, that by 
numerous offences againſt | God, we 
merit a much deeper plunge of adyer- 
ſity, than we are now invalvedi in; and 

We 


we are called upon, by the monitory 
language of Divine Providence, to con- 
ſider aur ways, and turn our feet unta his 
 teflimonies, and ſo to give glory to the Lord 
eur God, before our feet ſtumble upon the 
gart mountains ; and while we hoo, for light, 
he turn it into the ſhadow of death, aud 
nabe i GROSS darkneſy, 


Ir is hoped: that this People will 
unitedly exert themſelves, in the me- 
thods Juſtjflable in the ſight of God, for 
their 9 — atid fo with humbleſt 
confidence, commit their cauſe to the 
Got of att, grace, and mercy, and wiſdom ; 
putting up fervent prayery, in the name 
of Chriſt, to chatBeing who is able to-/ave ; 
and, in the mean time, practically conſi- 
derlag the indiſpenſable importance of 
joining repentance unfeigned with ſup- 
plicurjons as they would rationally 

expect audience with Him, who loverh 
righteouſneſs, and hateth iniguiſy: And that 

all perſons, in any places of public truſt, 
will exert themfelves, according to the 
requirements of their ſeveral ſtations, ta 
put a ſtop to the growing infidelity and 
| immorality, 
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immorality, whereby wre provoke the 
Holy One of T/+ael to anger. And may 
the Gd of our Fathers make bare his holy 
4 „r our ſalvation ! 
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dence inſtru the people, in that fear of 


the Lord, which is the beginning f wi/- 
dom ; we truſt they will continue to pay 
a due regard to the Divine Law for h- 
nouring the King ; and none 'of them 
flide, under their trials, into an habit of 
deſpiſing all government. To ſpurn 
at well conducted civil adminiſtration, 
becauſe of the wrong ſteps of particular 


rulers, is behaviour as ineffably perverſe 


and unmanly, as it is to deſpiſe well- 
behaving miniſters of Chriſt, and deiſti - 
cally to reproach the excellent well- 
atteſted religion of our Lord, becauſe 
ol the failings of particular clergymen, 
and the falſe irrational doctrines which, 
in pretence, have been deduced from 
Scripture, by the wickedneſs of deſign- 
ing, or weakneſs of honeſt en. 
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FiNALLY, may God grant, that, 


henceforth, our Government may attain 


the end of magiſtracy, the general hap- 


pineſs; that our officers may be peace, our 
 exafors righteouſneſs ; that judgement (and 
not innocent blood) may run dun as 
waters, and righteouſneſs as a mighty 


ſtream; that this people, (the branch of 


the Lord's planting ) may be all righteous, 
and inherit the land, in the uninterrupted 
enjoyment of freedom, civil and religi- 
eus, and all the bleſſings of goodneſs, 
forever, AMEN. 


THE END. 
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